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First Year Represent!

  Gabrielle Verhagen

     That time of the year is coming, the time 
where first years are intoxicated with the 
excitement of what is to come. Competitions 
are starting, co-opt positions are opening, and  
our applications for first year representative 
have been received and closed as of the M arch 
12. 

     Campaigning begins on the 13 M arch; the 
lecture bashing, the poster making, the 
networking, these may not sound like fun 
things, but I am here to tell you some 
fantastic reasons you SHOULD run for first 
year representative. 

Boost your confidence.

     Lecture bashing was something I wasn?t 
good at initially, but like most things in 185 
Pelham St, you get better with practice. It was 
a great springboard for me to moot in 
external competitions, and boost my 
confidence for interviews. If you can sell 
yourself to a room full of people, you can 
definitely sell yourself in an interview! 

M ake som e great fr iends. 

     The great thing about representing your 
cohort is getting to know your cohort. You 
get to talk to people about the gaps they find 
in the law school, how they think it will be 
improved and just have fun. I think it was a 
great opportunity to make friends outside of 
the LM R/Stream bubble, because we see the 
same people in class and are so busy, it?s a 
great reason to talk to others and take some 
personal social time. 

M ake a change in the Law School.  

    As a first year rep, your portfolio is pretty 

much discretionary since you don?t have set 
events. This gives a lot of room for creativity 
and also improving the Law School. Over 
the years there have been student/lecturer 
wine and cheese night, drank meme notice 
board, salsa dancing, footy game nights, 
regular pub meetings, M indfulness 
M editation and LM R reunion events. An 
event you think the Law School needs, is an 
event you can host! Running M indfulness 
M editation was one of the most rewarding 
things I did. It was great to see a well-being 
gap in the law school and fill it with 
something to benefit students. 

Who run the world? Girls, girls!  

     If you identify as a woman, here is some 
extra incentive. In 2016 and 2014 the 
representatives elected have been 3 men. I 
was convinced to run by a feminist on the 
LSS to get some more women 
representatives, so take this as a bat signal 
ladies and come up with your policies.

You always have a safety net.  

     When you apply for co-opt positions, 
you can still apply and run for first year 
representative. This just means that if you 
are elected, you have to take the first year 

representative position but are still eligible 
for co-opt if you do not win. 

     Last but not least, here is some 
campaigning tips from Jimmy, Josh and I: 

-  Don?t over promise. Don?t come up with 
policies and campaign ideas you cannot 
deliver on.

- H ave fun!  

-  H ave a catchy slogan for your poster, and 
use it in your lecture bash. 

- During lecture bashing - just be yourself. 
Don?t be too rehearsed. 

- Talk to your year level -  find out what 
they want to change at M LS. Focus on 
what's feasible.  

-  Follow the rules! Read the campaigning 
rules carefully. Remember you cannot get 
your friends to share or post your poster, 
and don?t tag them

    Good luck guys - voting for 
representatives will be in Week 4 from the 
20th M arch to the 23rd of M arch.

Gabrielle Verhagen is a Third Year JD  
student and Women's Officer 2017  
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  Thomas W hiteside

     Excited to be starting uni in mid 
February? Actually looking forward to class? 
Just got your $140 copy of ?Laying Down the 
Law? (which you will never ever use again)? 

     You log onto your student portal and look 
for the form for your Victorian Public 
Transport Tertiary Concession Card.  Cos 
hey, you?re a full time student again right? 
You find yourself staring at these 23 words:

?Unfortunately, you are not eligible for a 
VPT Tertiary Concession Card if you 
are enrolled in a M asters, Doctorate or 
other postgraduate course.?   

What. The. Fuck.

     H as this ever happened to you? H int. If 
you are reading this publication the answer is 
almost certainly yes. And it isn?t just 
?unfortunate? - it fucking sucks. 

     You see, the thing is this; over the last ten 
years the number of Victorian domestic full 
time postgraduate students has more than 
doubled (from 14,000 to nearly 30, 000). 
When you add in full time international 
students you get a total figure of about 70, 
000 postgraduate students. A lot of this has 
to do with the ?M elbourne M odel?. Surprise! 

     And yet the transport-ticketing system in 
Victoria (?the education state?) has failed to 
keep up with this rapid change.  

     For some reason the State government 
(and maybe the public more generally) still 
has this idea in their heads of the average 
postgraduate student as some well established 
middle aged professional returning to a G8 
to do an M BA or something ? instead of say 
? a twenty-something year old trying to 
balance full time coursework and / or 
research with part time work, general CV 
padding and some shred of a social or family 
life. 

     What?s more, for whatever reason, 
Victoria is the only state or territory in 
Australia which fails to provide some form of 
transport concession for postgraduate 
students. 

     Perhaps more annoyingly, when the 
Andrews government recently announced a 
raft of admittedly really great ticketing 
reforms in December last year (aka the 
?making public transport fairer, cheaper and 
easier to understand for kids and families? 
reforms), the issue of concession for full time 
postgraduate students was entirely 
overlooked. Talk about a missed 
opportunity! 

     That?s why over the last twelve months 
the Graduate Student Association (GSA) and 
the Council of Australian Post Graduate 
Associations (CAPA) has been calling on the 
State Government to fix this problem. We 
are also working to build a cross-university 
coalition to strengthen our cause (because 
hey, M elbourne Uni students crying poor 
has never been the most compelling thing in 
the world). So far our cause has gained 
support from the Public Transport Users 
Association, the Rail Tram Bus Union and 
even from our VC Glyn Davis. We are also 
currently talking to the Greens, the 
cross-bench and the Coalition. 

     On our estimates it will cost the State 
Treasury about $70 million per year (or 
about 14 Corkmans). This is a drop in the 
ocean when you consider Victoria?s GDP per 
year sits at around $355.6 billion - as of 
2014/15 - (or 75, 659 Corkmans). 

     ?But what about the Low Income Health 
Care Card Concession??, I hear some of you 
scream (though to be honest it is nice 
hearing some of you types actually defending 
the notion of welfare).

     I could respond by pointing to the 
obvious inequality of making postgraduate 
students jump through this hoop and not 
undergraduates (if this is the best system, 
why not just apply it equally?). Or I could 
point to the hairline trigger of the concession 
(if your income spikes for whatever reason, 
you?re straight off the boat buddy, and you?ll 
need to reapply. all. over. again (- check out 
Henry HL?s article in this edition for further 
evidence about how hard it is to get and 
maintain one of these cards).

However, I personally find the 
most compelling argument to be this, our 
welfare system has been cut to the absolute 
bone; it now targets only the poorest of poor. 

I?m no fan of middle class welfare, but let?s 
be real, there are plenty of low income 
students who are earning just over the 
threshold and yet are still deserving of a 
helping hand.

     The reality though is there aren?t any 
votes in this issue for the state government. 
As such, our letters to the various relevant 
ministers (Jacinta Allan and James M erlino) 
have fallen on deaf ears. The Andrews 
Government has made a calculation that 
most of us already vote Greens or Labor and 
that it?s unlikely the Libs will back this 
proposal. And the Government is probably 
right here. 

     This is not about bashing the State 
Government ? full confession I?m a proud 
Labor member and think Andrews is largely 
doing a great job ? this is about Victoria, ? 
the so-called ?Education State?, -  falling into 
line with the rest of the country - by making 
everyday life just that little bit easier for our 
hard working postgraduate students, and by 
putting equity back into the tertiary ticketing 
system.  This is about doing the right thing

     If you agree, please join our campaign. 
Like ?Fares Fair PT V? on Facebook and 
come to an event. 

     Our first public action was  a GSA and 
CAPA speak out on Tuesday 14th M arch  at 
the State Library from 10am. 

     However, if you weren?t able to make it, 
to bastardise a Whitlam quote I can?t 
properly remember, ?the road of the reformer 
is long in Australia?, so rest assured - there 
will be plenty of ways to get involved in the 
very near future. 

Thomas W hiteside is a Fourth Year JD  
Student and the outgoing General Secretary 
of the Graduate Students Association.

Fares Fair, 
PTV
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Anonymous

     Last September, after a long and drawn out  
debate between members of the faculty and 
the student body, it was decided by the 
powers-that-be that the law school would 
continue to not make lecture recordings 
available for all students.

     In an email sent to all JD students, M LS? 
Dean Carolyn Evans set out the law school?s 
reasoning for opting out of the school?s 
lecture capture by-default policy, unlike other 
UniM elb faculties ? who record lectures and 
make them available to all students via the 

LM S. It was asserted that such a change 
would lead to a reduction in students 
attending class; that the seminar style teaching 
that faculty were encouraged to adopt wasn?t 
conducive to being recorded; that it might 
inhibit the free exchange of views; that 
employers had expressed support for the 
current policy; and that re- listening to lecture 
recordings was not ?an effective or useful way 
to engage in revision?. 

     The last mentioned reason was the subject 
of a satirical (but nonetheless poignant) article 
by Scott Colvin; whilst Katy H ampson 
penned an emotive piece deploring the law 
school?s apparent indifference to the learning 
needs of students suffering from disabilities. 

     Fortunately, the law school appeared to 
have accepted the veracity of criticisms of 
those such as H ampson and the Later Law 

Students' N etwork, announcing via email 
dated 7 M arch 2017 that:

 ?class recordings will be made available 
to students who can clearly demonstrate 
the following:

     Capacity to attend classes will routinely be 
disrupted through medical or carer 
commitments. M edical condition impairs 
capacity to cognitively participate in classes 
i.e. significant concentration impairments?, 
but the case remains that  the vast majority of 
M LS students are not able to access lecture 
recordings, and no student will be able to 
access them for elective subjects.  

     What follows is a perspective that has not 
been accommodated for in the vociferous 
debates about this issue. And that  is the 
perspective of a student that already records 
lectures, regularly makes those lectures 
available to students who need them, and 
encourages others to do the same.

    That?s right ? the perspective of the 
surreptitious lecture recorder (or SLR for 
short). 

      I sit myself in the first or second row ? 
possibly right next to you. I hit record on my 
smart phone, and I don?t turn it off until the 
faculty member signals that the class has 
ended. Some teachers have seen me do it; a 
minority have expressly consented; none have 
told me to stop.

     I have done this for every single class since 
my second semester at M LS. I listen to some 
or all those recordings over SWOT VAC to 
get a more complete understanding of the 
subject materials and the expectations come 
exam day. Sometimes I listen to the same 
section of a recording a couple times ? 
especially when we go through problem 
questions.

     I record because law school is hard, and 
adequately preparing for ? much less 
participating in ? class is near impossible 
during some parts of semester. That time we 
got a cumulative 450 pages of readings the 
same week of the Property interim exam? 
Yeah get real ? no one came prepared to any 
of the classes that week, and no one 
understood a single minute of the Property 
lecture in real time. I on the other hand found 
it quite illuminating upon a second listen two 
weeks before the exam ? maybe that?s why I 
dominated the subject?

     I?ll tell you now; I?m representative of a 
much larger cohort of students than the 
faculty probably care to admit. For every 
student that?s been called out and shamed in 
front of their compatriots for recording, 
there?s a good six others doing the same thing 
with more stealth. 

     And you know what? As long as we?re 
using those recordings for our own learning 
benefit; and only copying those files to 
likeminded peers, I really don?t see any 
problems. 

Henry Hamilton

     I receive a letter from Centrelink. It 
informs me that my low-income-health 
care-card is going to expire. M y entitlement 
to concession public transport and medical 
care will expire with it. It also informs me 
that I can re-apply for my Low Income 
Health Care Card by merely filling out a 
form detailing any income I received over a 
specified 8 week period and attaching 
payslips as proof, plus miscellaneous other 
details. I have two weeks. I accept this 
opportunity.

     I search through my bank statements, 
then note down the amounts I received 
from each employer under various 
categories in the form. It?s unclear whether 
contractor work done for the uni is 
?employment? per se, so I put it down as 
?compensation? in the form instead. All the 
earnings in these categories are aggregated 
into combined earnings that determine the 
claim, so surely the precise labels don?t 
matter. 

     I then tell them how much I have in a 
savings account. I realise that almost none of 
my employers during the specified period 
have ever given me payslips though. The 
form does not inform me what to do about 
this. I collect what payslips I have, then 
prepare PDFs of bank statements from my 
everyday account to detail my other 
income. I accept that this is time consuming 
and annoying but the necessary price to pay.

     I go into uni to access a scanner to scan 
the completed and signed form.The form 
says I can submit both it and supporting 
documentation online, using the document 
submission tool, but the online document 
submission tool doesn?t have a category for 
Low Income Health Care Card submission, 
nor do any of the more general categories 

seem to fit. I decide to submit via post. I print 
off the payslips and bank statements at uni. 
Centrelink have not supplied a paid return 
envelope though, and the post office where I 
could buy a stamped envelope is closed. 

     The post office is only open from 9-5. I 
am interning 9-5 every day, and lunch-times 
are too busy to go to the post office to buy the 
stamped envelope to send the forms to get the 
Low Income Health Care Card to reacquire 
my concession. I eventually find a free 
lunchtime to make it down there, buy the 
stamped envelope, send the forms. I accept 
that this is now beyond my control.

     After two and a half months of 
non-concession travel and healthcare I receive 
my first letter from Centrelink regarding my 
application. It informs me that my application 
for a Low Income Health Care Card has been 
rejected. N o reasons are given. It helpfully 
suggests that I call the Youth and Students 
Line on 132490 if I have questions. I call the 
Youth and Students Line but my call is 
answered only by a dull beeping sound. M y 
phone says that the line is busy. I try again, 
with the same results.

      I try again and again and again and again 
and again until on my 31st attempt I finally 
get to the automated phone menu. I state my 
Customer Reference N umber to the 
computerised voice, reject it?s kind offer to 
consult the Centrelink website for my needs, 
and say ?operator? with what I hope is enough 
clarity to be placed in the queue to speak to a 
human. I accept that this will take some time.

     I wait to speak to an operator, listening on 
speaker to the tinny classical hold music 
occasionally interrupted by the computerised 
voice?s veiled threats asking whether I am 
aware that Centrelink has partnered with the 
AFP to launch ?Taskforce Integrity? to crack 
down on false Centrelink reports. 

Continued Page 4

Application for a Low- Income 
Healthcare Card

Confessions of a 
Surreptit ious 
Lecture Recorder
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Kai Liu

     The flash across the row of traffic lights 
catches my attention as we pass through into 
H aikou city. That?s odd I think to myself, A 
lot of people speeding today.

     It wasn?t until later that I found out that 
they were actually photographing every single 
car that drove through. For security reasons, 
I?m told.

     The surveillance state in China is well 
advanced. From Beijing?s ? ? ? ? or ?Sky 
N et? (no I?m not making that up) reaching 
parity with London?s surveillance cameras, to 
the aforementioned flash of lights, to basically 
every service you own being connected to 
your ?? ? ? ? or ID Card, chances are that if 
you?re in a big city in China, the government 
knows what you?re doing, or at least where 
you?re doing it. As an aside, the name ?Sky 
N et? is not derived from the Terminator 
movie series, but rather a reference to law, 
which descends like a net across the sky.

     Security in vulnerable points is tight. 
Before entering the subway, you must first 
pass a security check, complete with bag 
scanner. When foreign officials are visiting 
Beijing, entrance to Tiananmen Square is 
subject to security checks, and checking the 
contents of all sealed containers.

     Police will perform random checks of ID 
Cards at entrances to major subway stations.

     From what I could see in my short time 
there, people were unfazed by this. They 
complied with checks without protest. They 
presented ID Cards when asked.

     It?s not as though such heavy surveillance 
doesn?t have its advantages. Sky N et, Beijing 
Police tells us, helped catch over 2,370 
suspects, and solved 1,500 cases in 2015. 
They trumpeted the triumph across State 
Owned media platforms.

     Those of us in the West immediately turn 
to the most devious of possible applications 
for the system. We are conditioned to; the 
CCP?s track record of human rights abuses 
leaves it little benefit of the doubt in Western 
circles.

     But as a personal matter, I have never felt 
more safe than when I was standing in the 
middle of Tiananmen Square, under the 
watchful eyes of police at designated 
checkpoints, and soldiers under every 
lamppost. That says something about me, 
rather than the Chinese surveillance state.

     I don?t want to create the impression that 
every Chinese city is blanketed with police 
and soldiers. M ost of the time, you go about 
your business and see very few police on the 
streets. The vibrancy of modern Chinese 
society is unmuted by this surveillance. 
There?s an energy to Beijing that many 
Australian cities lack. ?Employees wanted? 

signs abound everywhere. It is difficult, I am 
assured by a taxi driver, to be unemployed in 
Beijing. And the heavy hand of China?s 
government has positive aspects too.

     In the three cities that I visited, homeless 
people were rare, but street sweepers, each 
with a dustpan and brush, descend on the 
streets, cleaning up after the crowds that rush 
into and out of public transport every day. 
Their wages are paid by the local 
government.

     Peking University constructs its new 
buildings over the summer holidays to 
minimise disruption to students. It took 
M elbourne University years to remodel Arts 
West.

     China is building two wind turbines every 
hour. The country more than doubled their 
solar energy output in 2016, and reduced coal 
consumption by 1.6% from January to 
N ovember, 2016. Still, the perennial question 
remains: to what extent is the security of the 
many worth the sacrifice of the rights of the 
few?

     The answer, I suspect, is different in 
China compared to the Western world that 
we are familiar with. 

Kai Liu is a Third Year JD  Student

Continued From Page 3

     I am surprised and grateful when a human 
picks up in only 45 minutes. I explain my 
situation, and ask why my claim was rejected. 
The operator says that 1) I had completely 
failed to mention income I received from my 
internship, 2) I did not provide proof of the 
?compensation? payouts I received from the 
uni, and 3) I did not provide bank statements 
for my savings account along with those for 
my regular account. I will have to reapply. 

\    I say that that ?compensation? was just 
contract work, and was detailed in the bank 
statements I provided, but the operator says 
that that isn?t really ?compensation?, and that I 
will have to reapply with those earnings 
placed in the correct category. I tell him that 
no-one had paid money into my savings 
account, nor could they, but the operator 
insists that I will have to reapply with the 
bank statements attached. I accept that this 
call is not going anywhere.

     I wonder how to go about reapplying, as 

the operator hadn?t provided any information 
about how to do so. I wonder whether I had 
actually earned any money from my 
internship in the period specified and, 
checking the dates, confirm that I had not. 

     I wonder, given their apparent ability to 
double-check earnings using information 
from other sources, why they couldn?t just 
use those other sources to automate this 
application process. I wonder why they didn?t 
list the reasons for rejection in the rejection 
letter they sent. I wonder why they rejected 
the claim, restarting the entire process, 
instead of just requesting alterations and 
additional proof for the claim already made. 

     I wonder how much more money I will 
spend on non-concession transport and 
healthcare during the however many more 
months it will take for me to reapply for a 
Low Income Health Care Card and for them 
to reassess said reapplication, keeping in mind 
that the next application may not be 
successful either. 

     I wonder whether Centrelink is 
incompetent at being helpful, or extremely 
competent at being unhelpful. I wonder 
whether my feeling of frustrated exhaustion is 
the application?s unintended side-effect, or is 
exactly the state of mind the application 
process is calculated to produce. I wonder 
whether my Centrelink records will be 
disclosed to the media in retaliation for 
writing this. 

     I wonder how much more of a nightmare 
this is for those with less English than I, less 
time than I, less privilege than I, less financial 
stability then I, less training in navigating 
kafkaesque bureaucracies than I, less ability to 
laugh this process off in social media and 
present-tense narrative pieces than I. And I 
wonder whether this can  be accepted and 
think ?no?. N o it can not. N o.

Henry Hamilton is a Fourth Year JD  Student

T he H eavy 
H and of 
M odern China
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