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H ighschool Advice on Fr iends for First Year 
JD  Students

A Conspiracy Against Subject 
Enrolm ent? Equity Uncle Responds...

Dear Equity Uncle,

The law school is intent on thwarting my academic 
liberty to choose electives. I?m beginning to suspect a 
conspiracy. When I compared my original subject 
selection to what was ultimately my uni timetable, 
I wondered if I was a masochistic somnambulist 
who spends the wee hours undoing my diligent 
daytime?s timetabling. Three summers in a row 
now I?ve been dumped from my desired elective ? is 
this fair?

Yours sincerely,
D. Registered

P.S. I had to save this one up, you take 
unreasonably long holidays.

Dear D,

Is it fair that La La Land won a record seven 
Golden Globes? Is it fair that people describe 
the Golden Globes as the ?poor man?s 
Oscars?? Is it fair that Ryan doesn?t respond 
to Equity?s texts? 

Equity delights in Ryan.

The simple solution is, of course, to choose 
only those subjects in which you can be 
guaranteed a place due to a lack of student 
interest. Equity fondly remembers his class 
in Advanced Resulting Trusts of Cumbria 
and Shropshire (Part 3). Those 7-hour 
tri-weekly lectures would fly by, and there 
were no other students to distract Equity 
from responding to his own questions.

Further, you should know, D, that Equity 
will not assist a volunteer. What have you 
offered to the Gods of Timetabling to 
secure your subjects of choice? How many 
EV forms have you sacrificed in Their 
names? Are you, truly, worthy? Equity, like 
the Gods of Timetabling, has his doubts.

Yours Equitably,
Equity Uncle

P.S. Equity is the embodiment of 
reasonableness in all his activities. Although 
Equity now refuses to work weeks 
beginning with a Sunday in response to 
M ean M alcolm?s reforms.

Anonymous

Welcome, First Year JD Students!

One of the many programs that 
the M elbourne Law School uses to help 
integrate you all into the very specific 
lifestyle of the JD is getting older students 
to advise you on things they wish they?d 
known before they entered the JD. Usually, 
students cover most of the main points well: 
stay on top of your pre-readings, the best 
coffee is not at the front of the law building.

But there is one thing that I 
personally really wish I?d been told. There 
is one question that not every First Year JD 
students asks, but can be a real cause of 
concern to those who face it. So I?d like to 
provide some advice for the students who 
find themselves asking, a few months into 
the JD: ?Why do so many other JD students 
seem to make friends with each other more 
easily than I do??

You might ask yourself this and 
then just dismiss it, wondering what kind of 
adult still has that kind of problem. But the 
question might hang around, making you 
feel frustrated and uncomfortable. It might 
pop into your head when some teacher or 
later-year student gushes that ?The friends I 
made at Law School have been some of my 
closest friends?. 

When people from your LM R 
start talking about what great friends 
they?ve made only a couple of weeks into 
Semester 1. 

You want to stay positive, but 
you start to wonder if you have bad 
breath and nobody?s told you. You try 
to be friendly, but the polite chit chat 
doesn?t ever seem to last more than two 
minutes and focuses all too heavily on 
M elbourne?s awful weather.

Assuming you haven?t had 
trouble making friends your entire life, 
there is a big reason that some 
M elbourne Law School JD students, 
specifically, have a difficult time 
socially in First Year. Often times, it 
isn?t that there?s anything particular 
wrong with you. Instead, it?s that a lot 
of JD students were already friends 
with each other before the JD. 
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Tim Sarder, Third Year Student

After a lengthy four-yearly review 
process,  the Fair Work Commission handed 
down on February 23 the decision that 
Sunday penalty rates in the hospitality and 
retail industries would be reduced to varying 
degrees. This decision has implications even 
for workers who don?t work Sundays ? many 
businesses have negotiated agreements where 
penalty rates were forfeited in exchange for a 
higher base rate; new, renegotiated 
agreements may now have a lower ordinary 
rate since there is less of a penalty rate to 
compensate against.

You may be in favour of, against, or 
apathetic to this decision. There are an 
abundance of news articles which you can 
look at for yourself to assess your own view. 
But regardless of our opinions, we should 
consider the likely effects at our law school 
and for fellow students.

During my first year at M LS, I 
worked as a waiter at Pancake Parlour. That 
company was on an almost decade-old 
WorkChoices-era enterprise agreement 
under which penalty rates were not being 
paid out to employees. I made a successful 
application to Fair Work to have that 
agreement revoked in favour of the Award 

which did require Saturday and Sunday 
rates.  Over 750 employees across the 
franchise benefited from those new rates. 
For me personally, it alleviated some of the 
anxiety about being able to get by while 
studying ? I became dependent on those 
weekend rates to get by so I didn?t have to 
work so many hours at work that I couldn?t 
keep up with my weekly readings. I?ve since 
moved on from that job, but the employees 
there are now going to have a reduced 
penalty rate as a result of the Fair Work 
decision.

We know that university students 
are one of the key demographics for work in 
hospitality and retail. I suspect that while 
many (but not all) of our later year peers 
have moved on from that kind of work to 
more legally-related jobs, a large number of 
earlier-year students, especially first-years, 
may be working in these kinds of fields at 
the onset of their degree. I was aware of 
many people in first year who were 
struggling with their work/uni/life balance, 
and you may even know students who have 
dropped out of or suspended their degrees 
for reasons involving those issues. When 
wages go down, students have to work 
more, and that affects well being and ability 
to study. We should show compassion and 

empathy for our affected fellow students, 
whatever our views.

All of us bear pride for the fact that 
we are studying our law degrees at a premier 
institution ? and I?d like to think it goes 
beyond feeling smart, elitist or like we are 
mimicking the lives of characters in our 
favourite T V shows. I think it also comes 
down to being aware that we will become 
integral to the safekeeping and participating 
in the rule of law and in a legal tradition 
which touches the lives of all citizens. It is 
only fitting that such an important profession 
be accessible to those from all walks of life, to 
avoid the dangers of bias and being out of 
touch.

The entertaining and thoughtful 
H arvard professor M ichael J Sandel once said 
of democracy that it requires ?citizens share a 
common life. What matters is that people of 
different backgrounds and social positions 
encounter one another, and bump up against 
one another, in the course of ordinary life?. I 
feel that this is true of the law as well. And 
whatever our views on the political or 
economic merit of penalty rates, something is 
lost from the law itself, if students who rely 
on weekend work to live are increasingly 
priced out of being able to attend its schools.

What the Fair Work Penalty Rates D ecision M eans for 
M elbourne Law School

Continued from Page 1

For some, the JD is another 
three-plus years to primarily spend with people 
they?d already heard of or met. For others, 
you?re on the outside looking in, and you see a 
few hundred people who seem awfully 
chummy from the get-go, even though you 
assume that they?re strangers.

Plain and simple, a lot of students in 
the Law School went to a M elbourne 
University college, or one of the big 
M elbourne (or Sydney, Perth, etc.) private or 
selective public schools. Some moved here 
interstate or internationally to study the JD at 
M elbourne Law School, but did so together in 
groups of two and up.

In my opinion, the issue isn?t that 
there?s an unusually large cultural divide, or 
that most JD students are mean. Hopefully you 
don?t have to deal with the type of people who 
thinks things during the JD like ?I?m not here 
to make friends,? as though they?re the 
designated villain on some reality cooking 
show. I also don?t think it?s just because the 
type of people who study the JD tend to be 
perfectionists, who would rather study than 
take the time to let a friendship develop. 

Instead I think a lot of the problem is 
just that high school, undergrad and college 
provided a lot of pre-existing friends and 

acquaintances for many JD students. The 
problem is that the high proportion of JD 
students that came from certain schools and 
colleges isn?t common knowledge to 
incoming JD students, so some students end 
up spending time and energy feeling socially 
anxious and inadequate without good 
reason. For those starting from scratch, 
socially speaking, friendship at Law School 
can start to feel like just another competition 
that the legal industry loves, one that certain 
students are naturally more prepared for 
than others.  LM Rs can?t shake up existing 
social groups much when you and your 
friends get to be in the same stream. 

As I write this, recalling the time 
that a JD student at orientation talked about 
how easy it was for them to make friends, I 
think it?s worth reiterating a common 
message in De Minimis articles: there are a 
variety of JD student experiences, and it is 
important to investigate how and why JD 
student experiences can be different. If you 
are one of those people who started with a 
lot of acquaintances and friends in the JD 
and the legal industry, I?d love to hear about 
what things have been like for you.

To conclude with advice: it is a 
totally normal M elbourne Law School 
student experience to not have good friends 
for a while, especially if you?re coming into 

the Law School knowing nobody. When 
you?re sitting in class, with M essenger open 
and active on all the laptops in front of you, 
and you wonder whether you will someday 
deserve to waste time with JD friends, 
remember that many of your classmates have 
a pre-built support network. Try to make as 
many friends as you can, and please don?t 
assume from reading this that students who 
went to college will be standoffish.

But don?t be discouraged if you?ve 
finished Semester 1 or even Semester 2 and 
you?re surrounded by groups of friends that 
you aren?t a part of. Everyone I know found 
other JD students they enjoy spending time 
with, and who enjoy spending time with 
them. It just takes 
a little longer 
when you?re 
starting from the 
start.

https://www.fwc.gov.au/awards-and-agreements/modern-award-reviews/am2014305-penalty-rates-case
https://www.fwc.gov.au/awards-and-agreements/modern-award-reviews/am2014305-penalty-rates-case
http://www.smh.com.au/business/workplace-relations/penalty-rates-for-sunday-holiday-work-to-be-slashed-after-landmark-decision-by-fair-work-commission-20170222-guj8f3.html
http://www.smh.com.au/business/workplace-relations/penalty-rates-for-sunday-holiday-work-to-be-slashed-after-landmark-decision-by-fair-work-commission-20170222-guj8f3.html
http://www.smh.com.au/business/workplace-relations/penalty-rates-for-sunday-holiday-work-to-be-slashed-after-landmark-decision-by-fair-work-commission-20170222-guj8f3.html
http://www.smh.com.au/national/pancake-parlour-employees-win-penalty-rates-for-late-nights-weekends-20150921-gjrwmn.html
http://www.smh.com.au/national/pancake-parlour-employees-win-penalty-rates-for-late-nights-weekends-20150921-gjrwmn.html
http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/Lookup/4102.0Main+Features20July+2013#p6
http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/Lookup/4102.0Main+Features20July+2013#p6
http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/Lookup/4102.0Main+Features20July+2013#p6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kBdfcR-8hEY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kBdfcR-8hEY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kBdfcR-8hEY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kBdfcR-8hEY
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Duncan W illis, Second Year Student

On the morning of February 3 
1967, 5000 people gathered outside 
Pentridge prison in a silent vigil as Ronald 
Ryan was hanged. On February 3 2017 a 
small group of people stood in silence to 
remember the last ever execution in 
Australia. These people, like those who 
opposed Ryan?s hanging most vehemently, 
came from all sections of Victorian society; 
trade unionists, church groups, lawyers, 
enterprising socialists never willing to pass up 
the opportunity to make a quick buck selling 
the Green Left weekly, students and passers 
by. They stood in silence in 
memory of a brutal act of 
political opportunism by 
Victoria?s longest serving 
Premier.

There is significant 
doubt over whether he actually 
committed the crime he 
ultimately hanged for, the 
murder of prison warder George 
Hodgson. The angle of 
Hodgson?s wound allegedly 
could not have been caused by 
somebody standing in Ryan?s 
position; leading modern 
observers to suggest that 
Hodgson was accidentally killed 
by another warder standing in a 
Pentridge watchtower shooting at 
the escaping Ryan. M oreover he 
was convicted on the basis of two 
unsigned convictions at a time 
when Police forces across 
Australia had a habit of 
extracting convictions that 
nobody else could ever recall.

N evertheless Ronald Ryan was not 
a person greatly deserving of sympathy. He 
was a career criminal who had broken out of 
prison and gone on a crime spree of a year 
that the press had labelled a ?reign of terror?.  
He had committed numerous burglaries, 
held up a bank only a year earlier and was an 
accessory to murder. H ad Ryan spent the 
rest of his life in gaol, it would not have been 
a huge injustice. Ryan did not deserve to be 
hanged, nobody does. H is life ended because 
the Premier of Victoria, Sir Henry Bolte, 
saw a political opportunity in inflicting the 
ultimate act of violence upon one of its 
citizens. Bolte was angry that his once loyal 

Thibaut Clamart, Third Year Student

In this short article, I intend to 
share what I consider to be gaps in the 
curriculum and subject matters I wish I 
had studied more in my first two years of 
the JD.

First, you (live, don?t sleep 
much, study and work too hard) vote in 
Victoria (I cannot yet so no fines for me!).  
As such, studying and understanding the 
Constitution of our state would be 
sensible. I would also add that, based on 
my short- lived experience as a high-flying 
commercial law clerk (i.e. an intern who 
drinks too much), Victorian laws are as 
important as federal laws. 

It is however true that clients are 
unlikely to seek advice as to whether a 
reform of the Constitution Act 1975 (Vic) 
was done in the due form and manner. I 
suppose that one could still be interested 
in becoming a well-rounded lawyer (or a 
lawyer at all since state constitutional law 
is included in the Priestley 11). In any 
event, I wish I had studied and had been 
assessed on the Victorian Constitution 
more.

Second, I find the name of the 
criminal law subject (?Criminal Law and 
Procedure?) slightly misleading. I am still 
unsure whether I studied criminal 
procedure at all, but studying criminal law 

Rem em ber ing the H anged M an
allies in the press box tried to persuade him 
into commuting Ryan?s sentence, Bolte 
decided that it was worth sending a man to 
death so that he could stick it to the press. 
Bolte saw an electoral opportunity in 
running a ?tough on crime? agenda, so he 
decided that Ryan had to die. Bolte used 
Ryan?s life as a pawn in a political game, a 
game he won, retiring as Victoria?s longest 
serving Premier. 

At 8am 2017, the Pentridge bells 
rung 12 times to commemorate Ryan?s last 
moments 50 years earlier. Those in 
attendance remarked with some relief that 
capital punishment is no longer practised in 
many countries. Yet is one which is still 
disturbingly popular in some places and is all 
too often called to be reimplemented. 

Quick T houghts on the Curr iculum
was great! On a side note, who needs to 
learn anything about murder, theft, or 
rape in a criminal law subject?

Otherwise, and I mean it, I 
think the curriculum is well designed 
with subjects organised in semesters that 
nicely build upon each other.

. 
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Alice Kennedy, Third Year Student

With M yki fare prices going up 
and the availability of concession fares for 
post-graduate students still elusive, I thought 
it was time to examine the behavioural 
practices of our city?s unique breed of public 
transport ticket inspectors. These holidays 
I?ve been on a fantastic journey up tramways 
and down train lines, documenting - in all 
its splendour and complexity - the M yki 
Inspector. I hope that this guide will inspire 
law students to get to know M yki Inspectors 
in their natural habitat, so that they too may 
observe these intriguing creatures.

Firstly, it must be noted that M yki 
Inspectors are pack animals, forming an 
?infringement? or a ?harassment? of 
inspectors when observed in groups. In the 
early days of their existence, they would 
exhibit outstanding displays incorporating 
matching H awaiian shirts. Today, they have 
evolved to blend with the public, partly to 
better stalk their prey and partly to look 
slightly less ridiculous. N onetheless, as a 
cohesive herd, ticket inspectors continue to 
roam in matching gear, making them easy 
for a dedicated people watcher to spot. 

M ost often, M yki Inspectors wear 
uniform faux flak vests and little sheriff?s 
badges. These are designed to instil respect 
for these majestic beasts and certainly not to 
intimidate commuters. Plain-clothes 
inspectors are also frequently sighted, 
though often too late. For a person keen to 
spy a plain-clothes inspector in their natural 
habitat, the following guide is offered:

Myki Inspectors mostly travel in 
multiples of two. This is to ensure they don?t 
get lonely on their migratory paths along 
tram and train lines. It is a rare treat to see a 
fully-fledged ticket inspector and its juvenile 
apprentice side by side.  You may be lucky 
enough to see the inspector?s inexperienced 
protégée cock up their lines spectacularly 
and fumble with their M yki checker.

Myki Inspectors travel in 
complementary pairs. M ost common is the 
Passive Aggressive / Overtly Aggressive pair. 
At times, they may be joined by a rare but 
reportedly existent, Reasonable Inspector. 
The aggressive inspector will have the 
demeanour and biceps of a failed bouncer, 
while its passive aggressive counterpart will 
exhibit perennially pursed lips and 
spectacles. These pairs are unpredictable, 
ought not to be taunted and all experts warn 
against rolling one?s eyes in their presence. 

They have been known to attack.

Myki Inspectors bunch close 
together They gather at the entrance of the 
tram or train stop for warmth, but disperse 
in order to board at different doors of the 
carriage so that they can more effectively 
greet commuters. Clearly, they are a social 
species. For some reason, they shun the back 
door of large trams, thus missing the 
opportunity to greet passengers debarking 
from that exit. 

Myki Inspectors often wear fanny 
packs.These are also referred to as ?bum 
bags? by people (mostly M yki Inspectors) 
who feel uncomfortable about admitting to 
wearing a fanny pack. Inspectors frequently 
adorn themselves in this manner to 
effectively carry their M yki checkers. It is 
not a means of hiding them at all.

Myki Inspectors frequently wear 
matching bulky hoodies. Hoodies obscure 
inspectors? M yki checkers, which are usually 
attached to the back of their belt. 
Concealment of the checker and inspectors' 
identification badges is absolutely, not 
intentional.  The hoodie is three sizes too 
big because the ticket inspector is cold. Poor 
circulation amongst vulnerable members of 
the species should not be mocked.

T he Urban Jungle -  M yki Inspectors

Myki Inspectors wear sunglasses 
whether or not it is sunny. M yki Inspectors 
are sensitive to sunlight. It is categorically not 
the intention of inspectors to make 
commuters feel uncomfortable by preventing 
them from making eye contact with the 
person to whom they are speaking

Finally, despite their sensitivity to 
sunlight, Myki Inspectors are largely diurnal.
Ticket inspectors are less frequently observed 
on trams or trains after 8:30pm. However, 
they adore the morning rush hour. They can 
often be seen frolicking on train platforms, or 
progressing systematically through train 
carriages in order to deliver their morning 
greeting.

If you are keen to join like-minded 
M elbournians in their attempts to chronicle 
the movements and behaviours of this 
fascinating species, join this Facebook group: 
Where Are Our Mates, Melbourne?s PT Wardens, 
Today?

In the meantime, always have your 
M yki topped up and validated. If you have 
been treated unfairly or believe a mistake has 
been made, contest the fine yourself or seek 
legal advice. 


